Week 5 – ‘I Believe in the holy catholic Church’

Introduction
Has anyone in your group ever experienced church in different countries and cultures – can they share what it was like?


Getting into the Word

The catholic (universal) church…
· Read Revelation 7:9-10 
· How easy is it to forget that the church is all those around the whole world who believe in Jesus? 
· Are there ways we could make it easier for people from diverse backgrounds to belong? 
· How does using the creed remind us that we belong to a universal family?

…made up of forgiven people… 
· Read Ephesians 4:25-32
· How should being forgiven by God affect our attitude towards others? 
· Is there a connection in this passage between forgiveness and another ‘picture’ of the church? 
· (v25) How does knowing we’re all forgiven sinners help our unity and love? 
· Can we help the world see that church is not for perfect people, but those who’ve found forgiveness? 

…made holy by Christ Jesus 
· Read Hebrews 10:5-14
· Is there a difference between being declared holy and growing in holiness? 
· Do we talk and teach about holiness enough? 
· If Christ has made us holy, can we just carry on living however we want? 
· When and where do you find it hardest to live out your holy status – why is that?

Faith and Prayer
It would be great to spend time praying for our sisters and brothers around the world, especially in places of real persecution. 
There are some excellent resources to help with worldwide church prayer at:
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer 
https://www.csw.org.uk/prayer.html 
https://barnabasfund.org/en/get-involved/pray 
You could maybe print some or look at them together as a group to pray



