Week Four		‘I believe in God the Holy Spirit’

Monday 10th & Thursday 13th November

Introduction
There’s a lot to discuss, so perhaps start this week with prayer and some quiet and ask the Spirit to lead your discussions. (If you would like an opening discussion, you could chat about why the creed includes so little detail on the Spirit?)


Getting into the Word
The Spirit convicts of sin and recreates us in Christ
· Read Romans 8:11-16 
· What’s the connection between Jesus resurrection and our re-birth as Christians?
· How does the Spirit help us live for Jesus?
· Do you know that freedom and adoption the Spirit brings?
· What does it look like to live that our day to day?

The Spirit grows godly fruit in Jesus’ disciples
· Read Galatians 5:22-26 
· Why do you think Paul uses the image of fruit for the Spirit transforming us? 
· Do you find it easier to recognise the Spirit at work in yourself or other people? 
· Are there one or more of these that you would appreciate prayer for?

The Spirit gifts the Church for the sake of God’s Kingdom 
· Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-14
· How would you summarise the overall message from Paul in these verses? 
· How often do you see that worked out in yours and the Church’s life? 
· Do you ever wish you had a gift that the Spirit hasn’t given you (yet)? 
· Which is the key verse for understanding the purpose of the gifts?

Faith and Prayer
It would be a good week to devote plenty of time to prayer. Perhaps even to pray for people one at a time rather than round the whole group. Are there particular things people would love the Holy Spirit to do in and through them?



