Week 3 – ‘I Believe in God the Son’

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.


Introduction
· If someone asked you, “So, who is Jesus?”
· What would you say?
· Could you give an answer in the time it takes to go a few floors in a lift?

Getting into the Word

Glorious Titles: ‘Christ, Son, Lord’
· Read Colossians 1:15-20 
· Do we sometimes forget that Christ is a title, not a surname?
· What is the significance of his Sonship not being about birth, but about his title?
· Why is it not enough to call Jesus wise teacher, a superior angel or even ‘a’ god?
· Is it easier to talk to people about faith in God or faith in Jesus - why?
· Which areas of life are the hardest to trust and obey Jesus as Lord?

Real History: ‘Conceived of the Spirit, born of Mary, suffered, died, buried, descended. Risen, ascended.’
· Read Philippians 2:5-11
· Why is the miracle of Jesus’ birth so important? 
· Who decided that Jesus had to die? 
· How do his death and resurrection make a difference to your life day to day? 
· Can we believe that Jesus really died and rose again? 
· Do you love the fact that Jesus is in heaven interceding for you?

Promised Future: ‘He will come again to judge the living and the dead’ 
· Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
· How do you feel about Christ coming back? 
· What don’t we know about Christ’s return? 
· Why do some people struggle with the idea of Jesus as judge… 
· …and how does the Bible help us see what he will be like?

Faith and Prayer

Pray for one another for your walk with the Lord – for that close, daily knowledge of his love. Perhaps also pray that the name of Jesus would continue to go out and call many people to know, love and follow him.

