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It might seem a bit strange to be starting a series of Christmas studies in the middle of October, long before the beginning of Advent, but I do have a reason!

We often remind ourselves that all of the Old Testament points toward the Lord Jesus, with many threads leading us forward to Bethlehem, the Cross, the empty tomb and in due course the glories of heaven.

Those threads start in the Garden of Eden.

If we are going to start our study that far back, we probably need a few extra weeks!

WHY CHRISTMAS?
THE PROMISE IN THE GARDEN
Seed of Promise in Genesis 3:15

The gospel is not something God hid until Jesus came in the flesh. 

After Adam’s Fall, God shared the seeds of a plan He had already worked out before time began.


The following notes are borrowed but interesting … and will help us to start thinking about The Journey to Bethlehem.

Messiah’s Unique Nature

What basic truths can we discover about Messiah from Genesis 3:15, as we look back through the light of later revelation? God often gave enigmatic prophecies, which He made more explicit in later revelation (see 1 Peter 1:10–12).

First, Messiah will be of unique birth—He will be the seed of the woman. Although we should be patient with someone who has difficulty seeing the truth of the virgin birth in these veiled words of God, it is implied that the deliverer will be of unique origin. Else, why is He called the seed of the woman and not the seed of the man?
Second, Messiah will be supernatural—He will defeat Satan, a supernatural being. Only one who has power beyond that of mere man can defeat him who is called “the prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2). Thus, Messiah’s deity is hinted at.

Third, Messiah will be of the human race—He will be from a woman, not an angel or a visitor from another world. Thus, if the seed is truly supernatural and human, the ultimate mystery begins to unfold—Messiah will be both God and man—a theme later developed by the prophets (Isaiah 9:6; Jeremiah 23:5–6; Micah 5:2). 

We must remember that this promise is only the beginning of a long series of Messianic prophecies. As revelation unfolds, more information will come forth and Messiah’s credentials will progressively narrow the focus to one of who will be a descendant of 
Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah (Genesis 9:26, 12:3, 26:3, 35:11–12, 49:10), 
David (2 Samuel 7:12–16), 
and Zerubbabel (Haggai 2:23), 
and He will be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
before the Temple is destroyed (AD 70; Daniel 9:24–26). 

Like an inverted pyramid, this portrait of Messiah rests on the only one who could fit these and the many other prophecies concerning Him—Jesus of Nazareth, born of a woman (Galatians 4:4), who vanquished Satan and sets free those who are in satanic bondage (Hebrews 2:14–15).



