

WEEK 2: THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
· Core Theme: Blessing for all nations (Genesis 12:1–3, Galatians 3:8).
· Focus: How God promises to use one family to rescue the world.

For the Kilry folk Covenants will still be fresh in your mind from Carolyn’s sermon of a few weeks ago.

For Kinship, I have a few starter questions ...
We move from The Garden of Eden to the patriarch Abram ….  who became Abraham.  

In Genesis 17, God changes Abram's name to Abraham when he is 99 years old. The name shifts from Abram (meaning "exalted father") to Abraham (meaning "father of a multitude" or "father of many nations") to seal an everlasting covenant promising him countless descendants and the land of Canaan

1.   The genealogy of our Lord.  Is it important?  It is interesting how fascinated many people are with their family tree etc.  Are there positive and/or negative aspects of what we inherit / stuff that gets passed down the family line?

2.   The Jews / the Hebrews placed a lot of confidence on the promises of God to Abraham and the other patriarchs.  This strengthened their faith, believing that the God who had promised, would keep His promises.  They could depend on that!   
What has God promised for you and for us?  Do you draw confidence and strength from these promises?  Are we able to share these with others?

3.   Does this story of the promise keeping, covenant fulfilling God feature in your celebration of Christmas?  Should it?  How??

