ISAIAH KINSHIP WEEK FOUR 

This week’s reading plan – 
Isaiah 13:1 – 23:18. ‘Salvation and Grace for the world.’

The previous chapters showed God’s judgement and grace for God’s people, Israel and Judah (Isaiah 6 – 12).  Even there we saw hints of the global purposes of God (9:7, 11:7-9).  Now in Isaiah 13 – 23 the nations become the primary focus.  Israel needs to learn that their God, “The Holy One of Israel,” is also the Judge and Saviour who rules the world.  Only He is worthy of their trust. This sect progresses with two series of judgement oracles.
Isaiah 13:1 – 20:6
Isaiah 21:1 – 23:18

The passages for Kinship Study this week are:
Isaiah 13:1 – 13
Isaiah 16: 6 - 14
Isaiah 19: 16 - 25

SEVEN QUESTIONS

1.   Isaiah refers to the coming judgement on Babylon and the nations as ‘the day of the Lord’ (Isaiah 13: 6 & 9). What does Isaiah say this ‘day’ will be like and why will it occur? (Is 13:6-13)

2. Isaiah 13:11. “I will punish the world for its evil.” God will bring universal judgement over all nations. Acts 17:30-31 talks about the part Jesus will play in this judgement. How does this happen?  What does it mean for us today, for the world today?

There is then some relief for Jacob in Chapter 14!

3. Isaiah 16: 6-14.  V 7.  The people ‘lament and grieve’. But they are not alone in their sorrow. There is also Divine Sorrow.  (15:5 and 16:9).  See also Ezekiel 18:23. And the Lord Jesus wept over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41 – 44).  How would you explain God’s Divine Sorrow?

Chapter 19 contains the Oracle against Egypt.

4.   After the judgement described in Is 19:1-15, there is then restoration for Egypt and the nations (19:16-25).  This points forward to the day when those ‘from every tribe and language and people and nation’ will worship God because of the saving work of Christ. (Revelation 5:9). What are the ways that nations will be blessed, according to Isaiah 19:18-25?

5.   How would the people feel about God saving Egypt from destruction?  The whole Exodus story would surely have given them a jaundiced view of Egyptians. Do we struggle to lay down the past, to forgive and bless those who have caused great pain, and to see them through the eyes of the Lord?

6.   Isaiah 19: 23 – 25 is a power picture of international unity centred on the worship of the Lord Almighty?  Rather than worshipping their own gods, we are all worshipping the one true God!  What do you think about this??

7.   Try and read through the whole reading plan section of Isaiah 13:1 – 23:18. ‘Salvation and Grace for the world.’.  What other aspects of these oracles caught your attention?

